


The prison system further drains social and material
resources of Palestinian society..

FAMILIES, MOVEMENTS, AND COMMUNITIES
ARE FORCED TO DIVERT ENERGY TOWARD
SURVIVAL—LEGAL DEFENSE, PRISON VISITS,
MEDICAL CARE, AND INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY.
THIS IS A FORM OF COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT
WITH POLITICAL INTENT, EXHAUSTING THE
INFRASTRUCTURE THAT SUSTAINS RESISTANCE
AND REPLACING COLLECTIVE STRUGGLE WITH
INDIVIDUALIZED HARDSHIP.

Youth and student organizers are targeted with particular
intensity. By arresting young Palestinians at formative moments
of political development, Israel interrupts the reproduction
of revolutionary consciousness. This creates generational
ruptures, leadership gaps, and organizational amnesia. What
cannot be co-opted through NGOs or donor politics is instead
neutralized through prison cells.

At the same time, Israel seeks to prevent prisons
themselves from becoming sites of revolutionary organization.
The use of solitary confinement, constant transfers, bans on
communication, and repression of internal prisoner committees
reflects a deep fear: that even under conditions of captivity,
Palestinians continue to organize. The long intellectual and
political legacy of prisoners such as Walid Dagga, who turned
decades of incarceration into a space of radical thought and
writing, exposes the failure of the prison to fully extinguish
political life.

Finally, imprisonment serves an ideological function
in the international arena. By reducing political leaders to
“security detainees,” Israel attempts to depoliticize a colonial
conflict and reframe it as law enforcement. This narrative
erases the reality that Palestinian prisoners are political
prisoners of a settler-colonial regime, incarcerated for
resisting dispossession and apartheid.

In this sense, lIsraeli imprisonment is not simply
repression—it is counter-insurgency, counter-revolution, and



social warfare. It seeks to atomize Palestinian society, destroy
organized political force, and render resistance leaderless,
fragmented, and manageable. Yet the persistence of prisoner
organization, hunger strikes, and political production behind
bars demonstrates a fundamental truth: the prison is not only a
site of domination, but a frontline in the struggle itself.

To confront Israeli imprisonment, therefore, is not merely
to demand humanitarian reforms. It is to challenge a central
mechanism of imperial control and to defend the very possibility
of organized Palestinian political life.

Systemic Violations: The War of
Annihilation Inside the Walls

Conditions within zionist prisons since late 2023 have
been characterized by human rights organizations as “another
form of annihilation”. The reported abuses have escalated from
systemic neglect to what can be described as a deliberate
policy of physical and psychological destruction, directed by
the Israeli Minister of Security, ltamar Ben Gvir.

Testimonies from released prisoners and documentation
from Addameer highlight a horrific pattern of abuse that has
intensified dramatically since the start of the genocide. The IPS
hasimplementedapolicyofsystematicstarvation,reducingfood
rations to levels that cause significant malnutrition and weight
loss. This is compounded by the systemic denial of medical
care, where chronic illnesses and injuries sustained during
arrest or interrogation go untreated, leading to preventable
deaths. For instance, Kamel Mohammed Mahmoud Al-Ajrami,
a 69-year-old prisoner from Gaza, died in October 2025 after
being held in Nagab Prison, highlighting the peak of brutality in
the movement’s history.
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Torture is not an aberration but a documented tool
of the interrogation process. The “ticking bomb” and
“‘moderate physical pressure” doctrines provide a legal
veneer for practices that constitute grave violations of the
Convention Against Torture. Reports from the Gaza Strip
indicate even more extreme violence, including the use of
electricity, sexual assault, and beatings that have resulted
in dozens of deaths in custody. As of mid-January 2026,
the number of martyrs of the prisoners’ movement had
risen to 324, with the occupation authorities continuing
to withhold the bodies of 95 martyrs as part of a policy of
collective punishment.

The Gendered and Generational
Front of Resistance

The zionist carceral system specifically targets the most
vulnerable and influential segments of Palestinian society,
women and children, to inflict maximum trauma on the family
unit and the future of the national struggle. This strategy is a
“systematic attack on public freedoms” and a fundamental pillar
of the ongoing battle of ethnic cleansing.

Palestinian women are frequently arrested for their roles
in leading popular resistance, protecting families, or even for
peaceful political expression on social media. As of December
2025, 51 women were held in Israeli prisons, where they faced
specific forms of abuse, including the threat of sexual violence,
isolation from their children, and the denial of feminine hygiene
products. The case of Khalida Jarrar, a prominent political leader
and human rights activist, exemplifies this repression. Jarrar
has been cyclically detained in administrative detention, often



in solitary confinement, as a means of silencing her influential
voice and preventing her from organizing within the prisoner
community. In 2021, while in prison, Jarrar was denied the right
to attend her daughter Suha’s funeral, a searing example of the
cruelty inherent in the system.

The detention of children is perhaps the most egregious
aspect of the zionist carceral regime. Each year, between 500
and 700 Palestinian children are processed through the military
court system, the only system in the world that systematically
tries minors in military courts. The psychological impact of
this incarceration is profound, as children are subjected to
interrogation techniques designed for adults, often without the
presence of alawyer or parent. This “physical and psychological
destruction” is viewed by human rights organizations as a
deliberate attempt to break the spirit of the next generation
and ensure a permanent state of subjugation. Children such as
AhmadManasrahave beenheldinsolitary confinementforyears,
leading to severe mental health crises and blatant violations of
international law.

The Prisoner Movement and the
“Cultural Revolution”

Despite the comprehensive repressive structure governing
the zionist prison system, Palestinian prisoners have succeeded
in transforming the prison from an instrument of subjugation
into a space of active resistance, and from a site of breaking into
a crucible for the production of meaning and the accumulation
of knowledge. Within the prisons, a captive national movement
took shape that is considered among the most organized and
influential sectors of the Palestinian struggle, becoming—
paradoxically—a revolutionary fortress of consciousness at the
heart of the colonial apparatus of repression.

The prisoners’ movement was not confined to being a
protest framework defending living conditions, but evolved into
an integrated intellectual-organizational structure that forged
its own ethics of struggle and contributed to the formation of
political and intellectual cadres who played central roles in



the Palestinian national scene. This role acquired a qualitative
dimension with the engagement of detainees in what Khalida
Jarrar described as the “cultural revolution inside the prisons,”
through which carceral time was transformed from suspended
time into productive time, and from forced waiting into a
conscious act of knowledge production.

Knowledge,inbothitseducationalandcreative dimensions,
constituted the cornerstone of this resistance. Books, study
circles, and political schools established by prisoners inside
detention facilities were not merely means of self-education, but
tools of psychological and moral steadfastness, and means of
reaffirming the self as a historical agent rather than amere object
of punishment. Prisoners studied socialist and anti-colonial
literature and global revolutionary thought, and worked to reread
their own experience in light of these references, producing
knowledge rooted in the Palestinian colonial reality.
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IN THIS CONTEXT, PRISON
LITERATURE EMERGED

AS ONE OF THE MOST
DANGEROUS FORMS OF
CULTURAL RESISTANCE,AS IT
REPRESENTED THE WRITING
OF THE SELF FROM WITHIN
CAPTIVITY AND THE BREAKING
OF THE JAILER’S MONOPOLY
OVER THE NARRATIVE.

The novels, poems, and intellectual texts written by
prisoners were not isolated personal expressions, but collective
testimonies that rebuilt national memory from within the most
concentrated spaces of repression. These works were often
smuggled out of prisons through primitive and dangerous



means, inside medicine capsules or balls of dough, asinthe case
of the book The Trinity of Fundamentals by Wissam Rafeedieh,
which spread throughout most Palestinian prisons and became
acore textin the unofficial curricula of the prisoners’ movement.

This body of knowledge production represents a direct
challenge to the jailer’s policies aimed at stripping prisoners of
their agency.

Hunger strikes have historically been the most potent
weaponusedbythePrisoners’Movementtodemandbetterliving
conditions and an end to administrative detention. These strikes
demonstrate the “iron will” of the detainees and their refusal to
accept the legitimacy of the carceral regime. Prominent strikes,
such as those in Nafha Prison in 1980 and the general strikes of
1992 and 2004, have forced the prison administration to grant
basic rights, such as access to books and improved nutrition.
The strikes also serve to mobilize the Palestinian publicand draw
international attention to the plight of political prisoners, sparking
protests and hunger strikes in solidarity across the globe.

The Global Political Economy of
Repression and Imperialist Complicity

The zionist carceral system does not operate in isolation;
it is sustained by a complex network of international alliances,
military aid, and technological partnerships that link it to the
broader structures of global imperialism. The “genocide never
stopped” because it is enabled by the strategic interests of the
United States and its allies.

Israel is frequently described as an “unsinkable aircraft
carrier” for US. interests in the region, serving as a permanent
military outpost and a tool of imperialism. The massive amount
of military aid provided by the U.S.—totaling billions of dollars
annually—is a strategic investment in maintaining regional
instability and suppressing anti-colonial movements. The
carceral system is a primary beneficiary of this aid, utilizing
U.S.-made weaponry and equipment for its arrest operations
and prison management. This relationship is driven by the logic
of capitalism, benefiting the military-industrial complex and
Wall Street investors who profit from a permanent state of war
and occupation.

A new frontier of the carceral state is the integration
of advanced technology and artificial intelligence into the
surveillance and detention apparatus. The Israeli military uses
Al-powered systems to identify targets for bombardment and
arrest, often with minimal human oversight. These systems
are built on infrastructure provided by global tech giants, a
phenomenon described as “digital colonialism”.
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The occupied Palestinian territories serve as a
laboratory wherethese surveillance and populationcontrol
technologies are “field-tested” before being marketed to
other regimes around the world. The export of these tools,
from spyware to border control technology, reinforces
repressive apparatuses globally, making the struggle
for Palestinian liberation a central pillar of the global fight
against authoritarianism and hyper-imperialism.

The Zionist carceral system is a microcosm of the
occupation itself, a sophisticated, multi-layered machine
designed to ensure the survival of a settler-colonial project
through the systematic repression of an entire people. The
Palestinian reality demonstrates that the carceral regime
IS not a response to security threats but a proactive tool
of demographic engineering, social fragmentation, and
territorial conquest. The legal framework of Military
Order 1651, the “One Carceral State” reorganization, and
the integration of global technology all point to a system
that is fundamentally incompatible with the principles of
international law and human dignity.
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FREE ALL DETAINEES

Palestinians deserve aright to political life.

This analysis was produced by the IPA
for the Political Rights for Palestinians campaign,
and published on Palestinian Land Day 2026.
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